
Going green when you repair your building 
 
Greensburg isn’t just a puny place; it’s a real town in Kansas that was 95% destroyed by a tornado in 2007. 
When property owners rebuilt, they opted for “green” technology and building materials. That is an option 
apartment building and condominium complex owners have nationwide, and the extra expenses to do so 
may be covered by insurance. 
 

 

Buildings in the U.S. account for more than 40% of the nation’s overall energy consumption, according to the Department of 
Energy, and more than 70% of the country’s electricity use, according to figures from the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory. By rebuilding to LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) standards and implementing new 
energy-saving technology available for heating and air-conditioning systems and installed appliances, multi-unit residential 
buildings may significantly reduce their carbon emissions. 
  
Ecologically friendly buildings can have a variety of different attributes, but most improve energy efficiency and are geared 
to decrease toxic emissions. Materials, such as spray-foam insulation, low VOC (volatile organic compound) paints, LED 
lighting, and programmable thermostats, can be installed when a building is renovated or repaired after an insured loss. 
Including “green” upgrades may improve your marketability, your reputation in the community, and the value of your 
property. It is also typically more expensive than repairing with traditional materials. 
  
Getting Help from Your Insurer 
  
Even if you have replacement coverage for your apartment building or condominium building, you might not have enough to 
pay for green upgrades when you rebuild. But with a little planning, you could have enough coverage to rebuild with eco-
friendly materials. It requires talking to your insurance agent about upgrading your commercial property insurance policy to 
include the costs associated with so-called green repairs. 
  
While these kinds of policies were difficult to find just five years ago, they are now widely offered. They are typically added 
to your current property policy to allow for not only the cost to replace or repair property that was damaged under a 
covered cause of loss, such as fire or windstorm, but also the expenses of using newer, environment-friendly materials and 
technology. 
  
In some states, certain environmental standards for multi-unit residential dwellings have been made law, so it’s possible 
your insurance policy would already cover those upgrades under an “ordinance and law” provision, if you have one. If your 
policy doesn’t contain that provision, you would most likely need a green coverage endorsement, or addition to your policy. 
Your insurance agent will be able to review your property insurance contract with you to determine where you might have 
gaps or benefit from enhancements. 
  
Keep in mind that upgrades, such as low VOC paint or spray foam insulation, have benefits beyond the Earth’s environment. 
They may protect residents from respiratory ailments and other problems associated with toxic emissions and mold. Better 
insulation, higher-quality windows and blinds, and higher-tech thermostats have benefits for landlords, as well, since they 
can potentially lower utility bills. 
  
The menu of green improvements is long and growing. Take a look at what is available and consider how you would like to 
improve your multi-unit residential building if it were damaged or destroyed in a catastrophic event. Then talk to your 
insurance broker about alternatives for coverage so you could afford to rebuild to the high standards you and your residents 
would prefer. 
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